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Freeing hostages
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WASHINGTON—Testi- _

fmony b§ CIA Director Wil-_ 4~
ormer na-

tional security adviser
Robert McFarlane has
convinced senators the

real motive for the sale of X

arms to Iran was to free
American hostages, not to
improve relations with
Iran as President Reagan
has claimed.

Ahe primary focus was
free William Buckle

by the Islamic Jihad (Holy

March 16
- 1984, and who is presum
“If Buckley had not
been a hostage, and if we
did not have reports that
he was being brutally tor-
tured, there would have
been no deal,; said one
source ,who . hag,
most o '&oe“élo oor

testimony to the Senate -

intelligence panel.

“The whole idea of
‘opening lines of com-
munication’ with Iranian
moderates added a con-
venient patina to a policy
that was clearly aimed at
paying ransom to retrieve
hostages,” the source said. -
“The 1A was des te to

everything,’ Mz‘ as
id,” source

“and that was the 18 O
our negotiating policy—to
free hign. save his life and
keep vital national secur-
ity information oyt of the
hands of his torturers.”

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/02/19 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000605350007-9

8 e hostages—
Wh"@“@
.the lives of the others.
Iranian nego

“It is clear to me that
the humanitarian motive
to win the freedom of the
hostages was the para-
mount motive,” said Sen.

Murkowski (R-Alas-

ka), r hearing Casey’s

t to
Mmu_m_
baying a “small fortune”
on ormants, intercept.
Ing communications and
enhancing satellite photo-
graphs in hope of de
termining where he was
held.

3 ”

once during the crisis to
know where Buckley and
Some of the other hos.
tages were and there was
Serious consideration of a
rescue mission,

Right after the rescue

planning began, new evi-

gience eémerged contradict.
Ing the previous sources
and the effort was scrap-
ped because it was deemed
too dangerous. -

Feason the effort was
——_0_eliort was
reces said, was

d others be

i hostages w
a4 rescue
e ree

rs
were aware that
was the main interest of
the Reagan administration
because he was the CIA’s

i e Micidle DF.Tst
and perhaps its most im.

portant officer in e
region.

':.ﬁ?horbad the first arms

. shipped by Sept. 14.

Tortured to death

The n:inmu :iytgicatl!lxy
layed along e
ge‘g%tiauons for anti-tank
missiles even though
Buckley had probably
been tortured to death in
June 1985 before the se-
rious bargaining began.
Administration  offi-
cials were "tlold Buf::
would be egsed
and it was on that basis

deal for 500 anti-tank

missiles.
Newsweek rted
yesterday that the first in-

cher Ghorbanifar, was fu-
rious thﬁ it w:: only a
shipmen

mx.‘%li agreed to 500 ...
and you only sent 100—do
you want the Iranians te
send Buckley’s arm or leg
on account?” Ghorbanifar
reportedly yelled.

The remaining 400 were

The Shiite kidnapers re-
leased the Rev. Benjamin
Weir instead of Buckley
and administration figures

n became conv -
s accoun
of the torture of Buckley
that the ¢
his wounds
ect.

i gt
e
g:‘ransom for the freed
American hostages.

Buth‘admmn ifci
gures have a pxc-
ture of a President in
agony over the plight of
the six Americans held in
Lebanon and deeply
pained over the criticism
,8f the: hostage families
that he was not doing
enough to free’
ones.
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Buckley key to dea

the motive, senators hear



